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Grade 8 U.S. History I 
Unit 3: Life in the Colonies 

30 Days 
Unit Focus 

Students will explore the influence of England’s ideas of government and class on colonial life. Students will explore the role of religion and the 
European Enlightenment on colonial life. 

 
 

 

Stage 1: Desired Results 
(both skills-based and concept-based) 

Big Ideas: 

 English ideas about government, individual rights and trade deeply affected colonial life.  

 Although colonial society was divided into different classes, it was far less rigid than European 
society of the time. 

 By the 1700s, slavery had become a part of American life, serving the interests of both northern 
traders and southern planters. 

 Religion played a key role in colonial life while the European Enlightenment influenced scientific 
and political thought. 

Essential Questions: 

  How did colonial life take shape? 

 How did English ideas about government and trade affect the colonies? 

 What were the characteristics of colonial society? 

 How did slavery develop in the colonies and affect colonial life? 

 How did ideas about religion and government affect colonial life? 

  

  

Students Will Know… 

 The Magna Cart and English Bill of Rights guaranteed the rights of English Citizens. 

 By 1760, each of the 13 colonies had a legislature to make laws. 

 The trial of John Peter Zenger helped establish the idea of freedom of the press. 

 England passes the Navigation Acts to regulate colonial trade. 

 In colonial society, men women and children had clearly defined roles. 

 Colonial America offered poor and middle-class whites the opportunity to own land and improve 
their social status. 

 More than 10 million Africans were transported to the Americas in the Atlantic Slave Trade 

 The plantation economy of the South became dependent on the labor of enslaved Africans. 

 Slave codes did not stop occasional slave revolts. 

 American slavery was very different and harsher than any other slavery in history. 

 Education during colonial times was influenced by religion. 

 Colonial era literature included poetry, sermons and popular writing. 

 The great Awakening of the 1730s and 1740s led to the rise of new churches. 

 Enlightenment thinkers influenced ideas about government and natural rights. 

Students Will Be Able To… 
 

 Explain how English political traditions influenced the 13th colonies. 

 Describe the responsibilities of early colonial governments. 

 Identify John Peter Zenger’s role in the establishment of freedom of the press.  

 Understand how the Navigation Acts affected the colonies’ economy. 

 Understand about Life on a colonial farm 

 List the class differences that existed in colonial society. 

 Describe the conditions under which enslaved Americans came to the Americans came to the 
Americas 

 Explain why slavery became a part of the colonial economy. 

 Identify the restrictions placed on enslaved Africans in the colonies. 

 Describe how African culture influenced American culture. 

 Describe the education colonial children received. 

 Summarize the development of poetry and literature in colonial America. 

 Explain how the Great Awakening affected the colonies. 

 Explain how the colonies were affected by the spread of new ideas. 

Syntax Work  

 Note taking 

 Quick Outlines 
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Goals: (CCSS Standards) to Address: (listed)  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 

 

6.1.8.A.2.a 

6.1.8.A.2.b 

6.1.8.A.2.c 

6.1.8.B.2.a 

6.1.8.B.2.b 

6.1.8.C.2.a 

6.1.8.C.2.b 

6.1.8.C.2.c 

6.1.8.D.2.a 

 

 
 

 

 

Stage 2: Assessment/Evidence 

Culminating Reading Comprehension Task: 
 
Dbq page 129 
 
 

Formative Checkpoint suggestions:  
 

 Tell the story of how Phillis Wheatley met George Washington 

 Report on 3 issues the current NJ Legislature is facing. 

 Write and illustrated biography of an Enlightenment thinker 

 How a mock trial of John Peter Zenger 

 Make an informational poster about the Atlantic Slave Trade 

 Plan a tour of a Colonial Town 

 Research New York Times v. Sullivan 

 Help with paraphrasing a Journal of a Voyage by Thomas Philips 
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Unit Suggested Readings 

Prentice Hall 

 
Author Text Type Lexile Level (Suggested 

Range: 950L to 1115L)* 
Source 

Prentice Hall 
AMERICA: HISTORY OF OUR 
NATION 

 TEXT BOOK   

     

 
 

Supplemental Class 
Text Set 

Author Text Type Lexile 
Level  

Source About this Text Set 

Mr Nussbaum’s Craig 
Nussbaum 

Website  http://mrnussbaum.com/13-colonies/  

The Natives and the 
English - Crash 
Course US History 
#3 
 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTYOQ05oDOI 

The Quakers, the 
Dutch, and the 
Ladies: Crash 
Course US History 
#4 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p47tZLJbdag 

 

Independent Reading Texts Author Text Type Lexile Level  Sourcing About these Texts 
These texts are related 
historically and/or 
thematically to the 
anchor texts.  

     Suggested synthesis 
task:  
 

The Primrose Way Jackie French 
Koller 

Novel 890 0152567453 

The Color of Fire: A Novel 

Ann Rinaldi Novel 600 9780786809387 

The Fifth of March : a story of 
the Boston Massacre 

Ann Rinaldi Novel 600 0152275177 

 

Culturally Relevant Pedagogy   

Concepts  Resources  

 Amistad Curriculum Unit 5 http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/establishment-
new-nation 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

 SUPPLEMENTAL TEXT:  

Brief Synopsis:  
See page 129 of text 

Alignment to the Big Ideas: 

 Although colonial society was divided into different classes, it was far less rigid than European society of 
the time. 

 By the 1700s, slavery had become a part of American life, serving the interests of both northern traders 
and southern planters. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 
of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3 
Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes 
law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5 
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).  

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.  
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10 
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently 

Goals (CCSS Standards) to Address: 
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Suggested Instructional Routines and Engagement Methods: THESE CAN REMAIN THE SAME (ELA EXMAPLES) 

 Shared reading 

 Active reading strategies (e.g., turn and talk, stop and jot, targeted task) 

 Text-dependent questions that lead to key understandings 

 Explicit and incidental academic vocabulary instruction 

 Evidence-based oral and/or written responses  

 Text-dependent tasks 
 

Academic Vocabulary (At least 5 target words per week, selected from standards and/or text) 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

Content Specific or Standards Based Academic Vocabulary: 

 Legislature 

 Bill of Rights 

 Habeas Corpus 

 Freedom of the Press 

 Libel 

 Extended Family 

 Apprentice 

 Gentry 

 Middle Class 

 Indentured Servant 

 Triangular Trade 

 Racism 

 Slave Code 

 Public School 

 Dame School 

 Anne Bradstreet 

 Phillis Wheatley 

 Benjamin Franklin 

 Jonathan Edwards 

 Natural Rights 

 Divine Right 

 Separation of Powers 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


